g2
LD

-
-1

f

§d-
o8

unny
hoets of friends will tes-
tify. ‘
Btarted With 0. H. Renynolds.
Fifty years &go he entered the em-
ploy of the late Oliver Reynolds, when
the latter moved inta George
Laeffingwel]l stuble, on Shetucket street,
wherse the Majestic bulldin now
stands, and for the

Ao thin that of James Burke. The
gure t ames Bu
Bulletin pr ts berewith a fakbful
ikeness of and of his ipage,
with “Jim" spated on the box.land it
neols the eyaof any one who has pot
wen him In .Pecent years, they will
ind that thers has besn but lttle, if
iny, changa fn his buorly form end
rubleund v
Mr. Burie

raminiscont,’ many things of
mterest both the older and to =
yresent g a the men
Iriving pwh s at the Yeginning
M his ca WETe Rogers,
Fhomas A, Holmes, who is still liv-
mg, James Sianiey, a well-
tmown member of the police force,

Patrick McKisrnan,
t brother BOf. "CharHe,” already re-
ferred to, Joha Fahey, Willilsem Cam-
. Ddlon, etll rsdxiu In Norwich, Irving
Cooke, Martin Malone and Danied Ma-
one, A number of these began busi-
aess later Mr, Burke, but all of
them were § liar figures on our
itrests thirty or more years ago.
Among the stabla-keepars of the early
*onra of his carcer, were Ollver Rey-
’h. above mentioned, who _began
sutinesa on Bath street, before re-
noving to Shatucket strest, Col. Pen-
Hleton, who alsp meved to Shetucket
rtreet, Hayes and Savery, on Bath
itreat, McChesney and Barrows, who
mn the stabie near the old goversd
Mructure, knéwn as the “Toll Bridge™
pading frem Norwith to that part of
Preston now kmnown as the East Side,
A. B. Bingham, at the Falls, on Oneco
Mrace, succesded By Bubert and Luce,
pfterward by ester Subert, Russell
Rathbone, of " West Bide, _.near
High =streot; Henry Lathrop, on
(estnut o on the sit where the

tentral fire- n now etands, and
Danie! Holl's e oocupying a place
n the rear of the Wauregan House,
fhe entrance -~ belng on Franklin

fquare, neay the site of the Thayer
bullding. .
Somp Long Drives.
Mr. Burke 'when asked as to his
rariovs drives dbout Norwich and ita
wrrounding ealintry, waa rather re-

weount of them might o
1xceedingly ing, but recalled
that it waa austom every alter-

pate Tuemdsy might, Tor a long period,
o meet Theddore C. Weeks, ihen of
Soston, but ‘mow deceased, at the
‘stemamboat” tmin then reaching Nor.
wich atl about ten p. m. and drive him
0 Colehester, where 8r, Weelt's fam

were then m%ut the Hayweard
Mr. Weoks bav taen the
son-in-law of the late Nathanisl Hay-

ward, founder of fhe Hayward Rub-
bar Mr. Burke remarked at
the condition of the

was no m;hn:-g ;uunln! into
o R

B S

tiesey, srandfather of the -
mous scuiptor, Bels Pratt of Buga.
who stil] retains and cultivates the an-
teatiul acres,

eturning In _the Early Hours,
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among its patrons many ‘of
famous men of city and town;
the “Coffea House" was kog. 0!
time by the Jate "Captain * &
laney, famous as a fire-fighter and
all around goodsfejlow. It is an
terestinog fact that n Jdetarimning
the distante of surro towns and
villages from Norwich, the Merchants
Hotel was always the local starting
3

poin
In the early days mentioned in this

article, the Bulletin wasa published on

Franklin Square, in what iz now the

Chapman block, afterwurd removing

to its new bullding now the extreme you

wastern end of the Porteous and Afit-

T e

not then been erected, and “Jake™ | ep. might and probebly did,

Gottschalk. a ramous shoemsker and | o NE& The. DORIKY. OF S Gry,
if it containg any, lies in the fact that
some Httle time elapsed the
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répalrer, had his Htile shop on a mest
of rocks in that vicinity on the main
sireet. The county court house
situated on Church etreet, where the
property of Willlam H, Allen now
stands, ®ough it was not flush with
the street, and after its destruction
by fire, court was held In the Austin
block, on the upper floor, the new and
bémutiful Court House not then having
been erected, It was a dingy place
dlfMounlt of atcess, and would now be
regarded as entirely unfit for the use
to-w it was then put

The roil building wss then un-
Ig:own. and thas pre;tenrtl ?’whlnxtun

uare bhad not one-fifth of its pres-|yeary #1e only directory Norwich af-
ent ares, The ‘Elsvator building” as| a2 n
it was afterward called, had not been’ this 10 Wak WisRaes iato

wittiest of men. ;

In these days, Neorwich boasted a
democratic newspaper, publizshed in a
building at the corner of Water and
Markst streets. The "Aurera”, a
woakly publication, afterwards merged
with a daily evening edition, known as
the “Advertiser™. It was published by
John W. Stsdman, an o0ld style demo-
erait, of the Judge Hovey type. Mr.

the present directory published by the
erpcted, and after it was DulH and Pr]cg Les Co., thourh IL_ still bears the
used as a mill anld sugmw for & time| §ije “Stedman's . Norwich Directory.”
by G. P‘_(f(\ttrel & Co., was, as all The newspapers went the way of all
‘:gow, devotad to other business-pur- Gemocratic newspapers in our town,
Bes. snd Mr. Stedman, having received
On e adiolning street (Water from a democratic state administra-
tion, the office of Insurance conmis-
sioner, which he fAlled with singuolar
ability, afterward became tHe treasur-
er of one of the Hartford savings
banks and died in that eity.

Changes in Shetucket Street,

Mr. Burke has seen great chsnges
in Shetucket street since entering up-
on his business caresr. On the east-
erly cormer of Main and Sheucket
stood the oid Norwich Bank, and along
side, it, toward Main street, a minian-
ture flatiron-building, owned by Mr.
Cook, a taller, who conducted his bus-
iness vp stairs, Mr. Charles Johneon
was president of the bank, and Mr.
Frank Johnson the cashier, afterward
filling the position of president, with
Mr. Stephen B. Mesdh, ns cashier. The
bank at the ¢nd of its' career, closed
out its business and Mr. Meech be-
came the cashier of the "Thames Na-
tion bank, a position whieh he held
for many vears., The Norwich bank,
as a state institution, possessed, we
belleve, the uniaue distinctipn of be-
ing the only one in the country emit-
ting notes of an o0d dencmination and
value, sither o three or a four dollar
bill. Below the bank, on Shetuciket
strest, was a bullding, occupied by the
late Mre. Olive W, Platt as a millin-
ery and fancy-goods store, and below
that a nest of rocks untl the then
"New" bank-bullding wrs constructed,
to ba gccupied in order, by the Chelses
Savings bank, the Thames National,
and the Norwich Savings Society. If
it is recalled rightly, the gas-office
was in the bullding next to the Uncas

Street,) were same of the famouns mer-
chants, In many diverse lines, of the
city. . W. Carroll, Norton and Com-
verss, the Conversa of the firm be-
ing the redoubgable William, whose
lovely oguniry home was in Franklin,
and who was & staunch democrat,
when demaocrats were exceedingly rare
In Norwich, and to whom, while they
were fast personal friends, the late
Iszac H. Bromley, former editor of the
Bulletin, andl afterward of the New
York Tribune, regularly applied doses
of his caustic wit, to the great de-
Hghe of ™Mr, Converpe,

Farther down the street, were D, P.
Coon, the famous etore of Rawson and
Whipple, Albert T. Converse, and An-
drew and-Nash, where a portion of the
Auditoriuvm Hotel now stands,

On Commerce Btreet.

On Commerce streel, the Shetuockst
Eank, long since closed, the ware-
house and office of Dr, Charles Os-
good, looking much as they do at
present, farther on, the Jate “Sam”
Osgood, prince of good fellows, who
was succeeded by Rousseau and Dor-
rance and last of ‘all, the old John
Ereed store, afterward DBreed and
Prentica and later still A. W. Pren-
tice & Co, famous for years, the
country round, as headquerters for
‘hardware and the Uke. Nor sghould
we forget the DBarstow store, still
standing and doing a successful busl-
nu; under jts present management.

Mr, Burke recalls xome of the “char-
acters” of Norwich at that time as
vividly as though they had lived but
yesterday, “Mish"” Turner, whose only

OLD CENTRAL VERMONT STATION DURING FLOOD OF '88
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on Comumerce sireet,
advertised to sell “Turks s
t, but with the ald of Mr
of e Bullstin, who kept
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guiety of nations.
ve to him the titie of City Mission-
, from whancs ths ‘Odish™ = for
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“JIM” BURKE, NORWICH'S FOPULAR HACK DRIVER AND HIS
" 3 4 i

EQUI PMENT

victories in the <ivil war

The Express Business,

The express business In Norwich
was pot then so extensive as at preas-
ent, and fewer teams were seen aboul
the streets, Proobably the most pecu-
liar owtfit of the sort, in the United
States was seen dally busiiy engaged
in carrying all sorts of articles to and
fro. A cobbred man, Treadway by
name, and Yving on the West Side,
had a2 fair-sized bull, which Ge at
times led, at times drove to a smajl
open wamon, and did quite a thriving
businezs. It ls mot recalled that he
gver rese to the distinction of having
= horse-drawn vehicle. The only pub-
lic express company than in Norwich
wag the Adams, the agent being the
late Elizsha Slocum than whom no
more genial gentleman or public-spir-
ited citizen ever lived in this commmun-
ity. He i{s remembered pleasantly by
all e older residents, and in his lels-
ure moments delighted In flshing and
kindr=ed sports, as did his friends, the
late James Lioyd Greene, sometime
meayor of Worwich, and himself ons of
the most delightful of mon, as well as
hisz Prother Wm. P. Greense,

There was no more famifar figura
of that period than *Charlie” Spaunlid-
ing, messenger of the Adams Express
Co. and his fine horse ‘Dan”™ Mr.
Spasulding is etill hale and hearty in
hia declining years, residing, 28 he al-
wa¥e has, on the Bast Side. Calvin
Roath wmas jater another of the mes-
sengers, afterward going into the rail-
way express service, and he too Ia still
living And residing on Lanrel Hill, The
iate" James Tucksr, at one time super-
intendent of the Wm. W. Backus hos-
pital, was one of Mr, ‘Siocums assist-
ants, as was “Al" LefMingwell, who now
runs a rural dellvery route from the
local postofiice.

Only Thres Dentists.

Norwich had but three dentists at
thisz time, whom we remember. Dr.
Torbush, Dr. Clapp, wio for so long
a time had his ofMice In the Fay bulld-
ing on Frankiin Square, and Dr. Geer,
the site of whose office at this period,
cculd hardiy be found today; it hav-
ing been In the second story of a
bullding in "the rear of the Reynolds
bhallding, now the west end of the Bos-
ton store and was approached by
walking vp & narrow lane which ran

the Reynolds and Cook build-
ing, above mentioned.

The doctor afterward built and re-
moved his offices te Wie bullding on
Broadway, which bears his name, now
occupied by the New London County
Insurance Co. and the Southern N. E.
Telephone Co.

Mention of the Transportation com-

¥ bringa to mind the fact that

‘orwich had besh a prosperous
steamboat-line running to New York,
wih at least four boats in commis-
slon. The City of New York and City
aof Boston though occasionally seen in
Norwich, seldom came up the Thames,
but the City of Norwich and the City
aof New London plied regulariy be-
tween the two ports carrying both
passengers and freight; the two first
named steamboats belng in their time
among the filneat boats on the sound,
The burning of the City. of New Lon-~

with fts tragie consequences, is
‘B mutter of familiar history today,

Later on, the City of Lawrenca one
of the first, If not the first iron boat to
run through the Sound, was addsd to
the fleet, and on the occaslon of her
first salling up e rviver to Norwich,
she was

tarfor cebins and staterooms were, for
the times, superbly appointed.

Steamboat Captains.

The steamboat-train, leaving Bos-
ton at about 8:20 or T p, m.
through express and carrisd In ‘addat-

s Company,

Expre
~which on their arrival in New London,

were rolled from the train directly on
the boat, and delivered sealsd, in New
steamboat

line by the New Hav
The Palice Force.
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wkey and later
If there were
days let Us hope
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. as against the Massachu-
ettty tourt's annual sessions,
is reputed to do guite a little in the
way of law-making In quantity, ¥ not
in quality. I

Great: Changes,

Probably no section of tbe city has
undergone greater change than have
Franklin Square, PEast Maln street,
and Frankiln street, at its lower end.
While many of e oM bulldings on
the squore still remain, many of theso
have received new fronts, and one who
saw the place thirty-ive or more
years ago and looked about him now,
for the first time since that period,
would hardly recognize it as the same
place. The aguare iteelf was a mud-
hole and on several cecasions at fresh-
et-time, could be and was navigated in
boats. The old Franklin street brook
bad a way at hirh water, of backing
up into ibe cellars of the stores, set-
ting boxes and barrels afioat, and of
flooding the lower parts of the stables
on Bath street, to the terror of all the
rats in the neightbrhod who could be
éeen swimming sbout for their lives,

Franklin street, widened as i has
been, with its new and ornate build-
Ings and substantinl pavement, has so
altered in sppearance and in business
importance as well, that there {s hard-
ly space to tell of We mervellous
changes that time and intellizent ef-
fort have brought about, The Hallett
bioclk, the Converse block, hoth erected
by the late Col. Converse, and the
now Bulletin bullding and Sunlight
building are a few examples of what
has been done o bring Franklin street
to its present condition a3 a business-
thoroughfare.

East Main Street Transformation.

‘But East Main street has undergone
the greatest transformation. Mr. Burks
easily recails It in his driving about
the city as one of the muddiest streets
encountered by Bim in his trawvels, and
in no lovation in Norwich has there
been a greater change in the charac-
ter of the buildings. Changing from
a residential to a business street, some
of the best structures in Norwich add
to [ts beauty =nd utility. The Chel-
sea Bank, the Post Offlee the Mar-
guerite and Marion bulidings and the
Eiks Home are examples. Where the
old East Mailn Street Methodist chunh:
once stood, Is now the commedicus
and handsome store of J. P. Holloway,
the bullding so transmogrifiad that
one could hardly believe it was not en-
tirely mew. The Hubbard and Siater
residences were the most imposing on
the sireet, gone of them giving way to
the post office site, it belng at that
time owned and occupied by Capt
Avery Smith, and the other becoming
the Elks Home. Main street
possessed for a long time the most
beautifdl avenue of e and stately
elms I Norwich, and loud was he
cry when an intelligent city adminis-
tration removed them, to make way
for a city rather than a country road.

The laying of the modern pavement,
which® {8 now to be found there put
an the Anishing touch, and now with
its mew bulldings in process of erec-
tion, it is confessedly one of our fineet
sireets in every respect. It has, of
oourse, lost its title “BEast™ but to our
older inhebitents it will always be
kmown, i#f not called, by its full name
“East Main" street.

Some of the Doctors.

Among the dociors of the old time
recalied by Mr. and ali of
viom he lknew were Dr. Ralph Fama.
worth, who lived on East Main strest,
in the house now occupied by Dr.
Leowis, Dr. "“Joe” Fuller, on the same
Dr. Paddock,

presznt Chelsea Bank bullding,
Eiijan Kinney, famous in his time, then
in a large white house on low-

street, which stil)
stands, Dr, Charles M.

Camp f
ers whom he does not recall as this is
written.

All of the older

west of ihe Strand bullding,

streat, was cocupied by
Willlams and Chester for many
&y a dry-govods store, and etill
thelr store wore the Reynolds
ing and the narrow Cook bullding,
now menged in the Shannon building,

The Dusgwell bullding has occupied
its present gite for many years with
but few changes, but on the corner
now occupied by the Norwich Savings
Society stood & low striucture with a
leaning roof, ooccupled by
R. Parlin as a jewelry stors, who also
had at one time, a store in the Bus-
well bullding. Near thig low buiM-
Ing and between it and what s now
called the Cooke dlock, containing the
Raphael store, was a vacant paved
space, an aproach to the saloom of
Charles H. and afterward Chan
Bailey, the ground occupled by it
the bulldings mentioned being now oc-
cupled by the Norwich Savings Soci-
ety.

From #y» Wauregan corner on lower
Ercadway to Bath street, with one or
twe exceptions, the bulldings are new
to the times of which we write. The

?

Central buiMing, occupying the site of mwe then &t the Wau
the old Central Baptist church, and corner, a desirable spot In
the present Chapman bullding, on the | westher having

corner of Bath street, having been re.
built from

cupled as a fire-house by the Nimgara
Hose Co, and the famous “"Hooks,” ibe

Wauregan Hook and Ladder Co,, |bank, always e it a practice to

whose roster included some of the|ball the first man under the tree whem |} oy © oosiatactory ¢
::.moul nnmebs of ﬂ:&!cl{.iy. "’“,{ oi {ts | he dm::dntg home, and si!:thlm:. Mr. Huntington's demise,
ormer members s ving yor- | doilar ngLo mond associated him

wich. On the oposite side of this|9f the . Who ;,‘F.P.m" e

lived in the Huntin homestead at |l

ness, Jonathan
thoroughfare, the building of the St what is now odlled ~ land’s Corner” | Senial librarian of the Otis

Mary's T. A. & B. Boclety and the
stataly etructure of the ¥, M. C. A.,
nre among the noticeable bulldings of
the city, and ornaments to the gtreet
on which they stand,
The Fire Companies. F
The mention of the fire companies
above namedMNprought to memory the
days of the old fire department and
the annual parade of all the com-
panies. Mr. Burke remembers vividly
in the “anciont times”, before the wa-
ter works were known, when the pmae
chines with the long rails on elther
side of the body, used in pumping,
would assemble near
corner for a trial of strength as to
wko shonld throw the Ligher stream.
A dozen men on elther side, or as

mdl:tg his
and thelr many
Cus

tomas.
Trolisy Conveniences.
We are all inclined at

system, and when the lighting of the
streets, or rather the lack of lghting

d  win

hack station to
their homes and on other gocastons, as
well, s he may have been needed.

CORNER OF MAIN AND BROADWAY FIFTY YEARS AGO




